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zinc. 44.2 days and 44.fi days respectively, is very similar, and both are above 
the general average of the whole number of cases, namely, 35.4 days; whereas, 
the average stay of the arsenic cases falls as low as 2<i.3 days. This difference 
is the more remarkable, as the character of the cases submitted to the arsenical 
treatment rather exceeded in severity that of the others; and, indeed, the only 
death recorded belonged to this division. 

It remains a question whether the discrepancy between these results and those 
of some previous well-conducted observations is due to mere accident, or to 
some real difference in type between cases originating at different times and 
under dissimilar circumstances. 

22. Iodide of Potassium in Diseases of the Brain in Children .—Upwards of 
twenty years since the iodide of potassium was recommended by Roeser and 
others as a remedy of special power in hydrocephalus. Dr. John Coldstream 
states (Ed. Med. .loam.. Dec., 185!)) that his own experience has led him, for a 
considerable time past, to its employment, almost exclusively, in the treatment 
of those numerous ailments of children, which we cannot but regard as indicative 
of a tendency to hydrocephalus. In all cases in which, from the course of symp¬ 
toms, I have reason to believe that the central organs of the nervous system, or 
their envelops, are in any degree affected with strumous inflammation (tuber¬ 
cular cerebritis, or meningitis) or its consequences, after moderate purging, and 
perhaps application of leeches to the head, I am in the habit of prescribing the 
iodide, in doses of from half a grain to three grains, every three or four hours, 
generally dissolved in some carminative water, and continuing it in doses, varied 
according to the symptoms, for many days, or even until convalescence is fully 
established; and 1 am quite satisfied that, under this treatment, with the occa¬ 
sional addition of blisters to the shaven scalp, I have seen far more prompt and 
decided effect produced upon the disease than I used to see under the old treat¬ 
ment. 

When opportunities have been afforded of commencing the use of the iodide 
early, it has appeared in several cases to arrest the progress of the disease 
rapid!;/, so that the formidable effects of effusion, indicated by squinting and 
convulsions, have not supervened. In less favourable circumstances, in eases 
where considerable prostration had succeeded to great febrile action, and in 
which starting and squinting had become prominent symptoms, I have seen, in 
not a few instances, the free use of iodide of potassium followed by amendment 
and complete recovery. In such cases, and in others still further advanced, I 
have generally given larger doses, even to the extent of four grains, several times 
a day, t o children of from four to eight years of age. 

The medicine is very seldom refused by the patient, and I cannot say that I 
have ever seen it either increase the nausea that so frequently exists in the ear¬ 
lier stages of the disease, or produce any other untoward effect; especially have 
I never seen it induce salivation, which the drug sometimes seems to cause when 
given for other ailments. 

It seems generally to act upon the kidneys; yet I cannot say that the amount 
of relief to the head-symptoms bears any very obvious relation to the quantity 
of urine excreted.' 

Although 1 have no doubt that the iodide is more especially useful in cases 
where there exists more or less of the scrofulous diathesis, I have often used it 
with satisfaction in patients apparently free from all such taint; even in cases 

1 In a paper, “On the Diuretic Action of Iodide of Potassium” (Arch, of Med., 
No. 3, London, 1858), Dr. Ilandfield Jones remarks, that “ there are certainly reme¬ 
dies which exert very positive curative influence, admitting of no doubt or ques¬ 
tion, yet which afford no clue in their general mode of action to explain their 
special effects. Such, it appears to me, is iodide of potassium.” Dr. JoDes’ obser¬ 
vations lead 1dm to conclude that, under the use of iodide of potassium, the quan¬ 
tities of water, of phosphoric and sulphuric acids, and of chlorine in the urine, are 
very much increased ; but the knowledge of this effect of the administration does 
not enable us satisfactorily to explain its modus operandi, either in the cure of 
secondary syphilis or in that of tubercular meningitis. 



I860.] Medical Pathology and Therapeutics. 245 

where the ailment seemed to have followed injury from external violence, as so 
often happens in young children. I am not prepared, however, to assert that 
the iodide is more useful than calomel in all cases of inflammation of the bruin 
and its appendages. When we have to treat robust and full-blooded children, 
in whom there is good reason to believe that the threatened disease of the nerv¬ 
ous system stands more or less directly connected with the preceding disorder 
of the digestive organs, I have no doubt of the superior efficacy of the mercurial 
treatment, combined with antimonials and salines ; but when, after having duly 
administered these, symptoms of cerebral disorder continue, I would have re¬ 
course to the use of the iodide. 

In cases of convulsions from teething, which, amongst ill-fed children, living 
in badly-aired localities, are not unfrequently followed by hydrocephalus, I have 
used the medicine with much satisfaction. 

I have occasionally employed the proto-ioduret of mercury, as advised by 
Evanson and Maunsell, but not with more obvious benefit than I have been 
accustomed to see resulting from the use of the iodide of potassium. During 
convalescence, I generally prescribe the iodide of iron; sometimes a vegetable 
tonic, combined with the iodide of potassium. 

In several cases of recovery from severe attacks of meningitis, it has occurred 
to me to find the mental powers of the little patients considerably impaired. 
This result has occasionally been protracted for many years, and seems likely 
to prove permanent; but, generally', it has gradually become less apparent, and 
ultimately passed off entirely. 

In thus endeavouring to recall attention to what I believe to be a truly valua¬ 
ble agent in the treatment of a class of formidable diseases, I would not overlook 
the fact, that all past, experience tends to assure us that a great majority of 
cases of disease of the brain iu early life prove fatal under all kinds of treatment. 
In advanced stages of the tubercular forms of these diseases, we may not yet 
venture to hope for any great advantage in the use of the iodide of potassium. 
But I am disposed to agree with Drs. Copland, 1 Wiltshire, and West, in believing 
that they may be cut short, if subjected to treatment in an early stage, more 
frequently than is generally imagined. My own experience leads me to regard 
the iodide as more likely than any other drug to promote this desired end ; anil 
my confidence in it, as the remedy best adapted to all stages of tubercular dis¬ 
eases of the head, is so strong, that whatever else might be done, or left undone, 
I would persevere in administering it, even in circumstances the most desperate. 
In almost all diseases of children, it appears to me right to continue treatment, 
even to the last. I am very fully satisfied that the use of the iodide never pro¬ 
duces any bad effects, however frequently it may fail to do good. 

23. Chlorate of Potass in Mercurial Stomatitis, and in other Diseases of the 
Mouth. By M. J. V. Laborde.— We give the conclusions arrived at in this 
interesting and important memoir, which obtained the Corvisart prize for 1857. 

The chlorate of potass exercises a distinctly curative action. In no case 
tested was this action found deficient. 

It possesses, besides, a preservative or prophylactic action, which permits of 
the administration, during one or two months, of the protiodide of mercury in 
doses of from fifteen to twenty centigrammes a day without the least injury to 
the cavity of the mouth ; and the proof of such immunity being due to the chlo¬ 
rate of potass, is found in the fact of mercurial stomatitis being at once developed 
upon leaving off its use. 

The time required for treatment of confirmed stomatitis varies with the 
intensity of the case. In ordinary instances, it never exceeds four days; in 

1 “ If recognized early, a large proportion of cases will recover ; even in the most 
advanced periods the patient should not be despaired of. I have repeatedly seen 
recoveries take place, although strabismus, paralysis, convulsions, blindness, un¬ 
conscious evacuations, and other unfavourable circumstances, had existed some 
time.” (Copland, Diet, of Pract. Med., i. p. 668.) “The prejudice which attri¬ 
butes the character of incurability to tubercular meningitis only serves the purpose 
of shackling the progress of medical art.” (Hahn, De la Meninyite Tuberculeusc .) 



